


Thanks to Our Donors: 
You Make Miracles Happen!

Individual 
Myrna Ballard, Daniel & Amy Bishop, Shawna 
Carolan, Mary & Ray Collins, John and 
Lorrianne Dunn, Sabra & Brian Fleck, Patrick 
Haney, Tim & Erin Hazen, Jacquelyn & Robert 
Hess, Amy Jensen, James Klosterbuer, Samuel 
and Marjorie Kuperman, R. William & Cheryl 
Lehman, James & Karen Lynch, Steve & 
Leah Malerich, William Matthes, Jon & Joyce 
McCargar, Dick Meade, Marilyn Miller, Kathryn 
& James Miller, Nancy & David Mortensen, Lori 
Nelson, Jill and Cory Okken, Sam Page, Caroline 
Peres, Penny Pesek, Hugo Rammelsberg, Dorothy 
Ramsey, Mark & Maureen Schneider, Terry  
Shepard, Mary Swenka, Rhonda Viktora, Vikki 
Waller, Johnathan Weeks, Ken & Denise Welsch, 
LuAnn Williams,  David & Cindy Zenk and 
Carolyn Brown & Jerry Zimmermann 

Corporate
Alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program, Area Ambulance Service, B & B 
Bedding, BankIowa, Brad Eldeen Logistics, 
Inc., Casey’s General Stores, Clipper Turbine 
Works, Inc., Cummins Central Power, Genencor 
International, I. B. E. W. Local 405, Mt Vernon 
Construction, Pfizer Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program, RSM McGladrey, Inc., Starbucks 
Matching Gifts Program, Valenta Heating & 
Plumbing, Veridian Credit Union, Walmart 
(Iowa City), Whitedog Inc., WRC Enterprises 
LC and Yell Adworks, Inc.

In Kind
Carol Daly, Frontier Garden Center, Timothy & 
Rosemary O’Hara, Mark & Gail Thomsen,  
James & Jackie Wallace

Community Groups
Christ Episcopal Church, Iowa One Gift 
Donation, Iowa State Council 12129 Solon—
Knights of Columbus

Foundations
McPherson Family Charitable Trust,  
The Tronvold Foundation

In Honor of:
Jim Curran—Cindy Laing

LuAnn Williams—Richard & Beverly Williams

Wilton Rosier—Mary K. and Jim Johnson

Dave Hannon—Todd & Melissa Coggeshall

Carol Daly & Ann Valenta—Dolores Lane

Ken and Denise Welsch—Candice Runyon

Samantha Heckman—Anne Weinard

Witwer Children’s Therapy Center Therapists  
	 and Support Staff—Carol Daly

In Memory of: 
Georgia Vavra—the Employees of Yell  
	 AdWorks, Inc.

David Siechert—Eileen Siechert

Donald R. Miller—Myrna Ballard

Mary Reed—Beverly Mutch

Alex & Ryan Brems—Pamela Brems

Roger Gordon—Pat and Marv Goldsmith

Lowell Strong—Jewell Strong

Verne Upmier—Stephen Hauser

Donny—Nancy, Steve & Natalie Eden

Foxy—Joyce Snyder, Jeanette Boyer & Sue Bock

Program News
We are excited for another great 
Miracles year! Our 2009 schedule is 
set—please visit miralcesinmotion.net 
to add important dates to your calendar.

At this time, we again acknowledge 
the importance of you, our volunteers.  
Without you, Miracles simply would 
not be.  In 2008, our volunteers made it 
possible to serve over 200 participants, 
train over 100 new volunteers, host an 
instructor workshop, complete a new 
training DVD and finish construction 
on our sensory trail. You make Miracles 
happen!

In 2009, our goal is to invite volunteers 
to participate in all areas of Miracles. 
To that end, we are forming more 
specialized committees. The Program 
committees include:

Instructor Committee—Open to 
instructors and any volunteer who 
is working toward or has interest in 
someday being an instructor

Volunteer Committee—Open to 
any volunteer wishing to help with 
recruitment, training and recognition  
of volunteers

Property Committee—Open to 
anyone wishing to help with upkeep of 
grounds and property

Horse Show Committee and 
Instructor Workshop Committee—
Open to anyone wishing to help with 
either of these events.

Please email miracles@netins.net 
to sign up for a committee. We look 
forward to working with you!

Reminders:  Students and parents—
you should have received the registration 
letter by now.  If you have not, call 
the office or go to our website and 
download student forms.  (ALL 
students must fill out forms each year.)  
You must also email or call the office to 
register for a specific class.  Classes fill 
early, so please register early.

Parents and family members: Please 
attend sidewalker training this year so 
when we have unexpected sidewalker 
absences, we won’t have a crisis! (Our 
students need you!)  We will use you 
only in your family member’s class and 
only if needed. Thanks!
–Sue Bock, Program Director

Name That Horse!Volunteer Spotlight
Annie Trumpold – Horse Committee 
By Ruth Paarmann

While a junior at Clear Creek Amana High School in 2000, 
Annie Trumpold was inducted into National Honor Society, 
which required members to volunteer. Having taken riding 
lessons since fourth grade and being a horse owner, Annie found 
a fit with Miracles.

“I thought doing something with horses would be a great way to 
fulfill my volunteer hours, so Miracles it was,” Annie says.

She immediately joined the Horse and Exercise Committees. 
Annie continued volunteering until she went away to college. 
She returned in 2005 to complete her philosophy degree at the 
University of Iowa and realized she had missed Miracles, namely 
the people.

“It’s always rewarding to see a student figure something out and see the look on their face. Even if it’s something really 
small,” she says. “And everyone’s just so friendly!”

Annie also enjoys the peaceful setting. “It’s a nice break from feeling rushed. At Miracles, it’s like time stops — even 
when you’re running around trying to set up tack!” she laughs.

“I have a serious weakness for barn chores,” admits Annie. She often excuses her Wednesday night colleagues so she can 
sweep the barn, and she has filled in for the barn manager on occasion.

The bubbly Amana native now lives in Coralville with her beagle/Chihuahua mix, Tate. She serves as an admin for two 
surgeons in the burn unit at University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics.

By Sharlynn Page, Executive Director
“I can name that tune in three notes!” Remember 
that game show where a contestant guessed a song 
based on a certain number of notes? Well, you 
have an opportunity to participate in the Miracles 
in Motion version of Name That Tune — We’re 
calling it Name That Horse.

“Name That Horse” Info & Rules:
A new horse has arrived! The fiberglass horse will 
reside at the Sensory Trail and will look like it is 
pulling a buckboard.
—Become a contestant by submitting as many 
names as you want.

—A $1.00 donation must be made for EACH 
NAME submitted.
—Use the enclosed gift envelope to mail your 
name(s) and donation to Miracles in Motion. Must 
be postmarked by March 15!
—Or drop off your name(s) and donation to the 
Miracles office by March 16.
On March 20th, the board of directors will draw 
one entry, which will determine the horse’s name 
and the winner! If your entry is selected, we will 
take your picture with the horse and publish it in 
a future newsletter. The winner will also receive a 
goody basket.

I hope you will help us “Name That Horse” and 
fundraise for our wonderful organization!

inMotion

Special thanks to Dawn Lively for the 
newsletter layout and to Linda Patterson’s 
Jefferson H.S. Special Education Classroom for 
assembling the mailing! Miracles appreciates 
you! – Ruth Paarmann

Board Update
Thank you to the board of directors for their 
support and contributions to our organization. 
We would like to recognize outgoing board 
members Bill Boyd and Nancy Dostal-Hoyt for 
their contributions during their terms. We also 
welcome:

Danielle Allen, Procurement Specialist – Options 
of Linn County. Danielle brings to the board 
experience in for-profit and nonprofit project 
management and client relations. She has a 
marketing degree from Mount Mercy College and 
is working on her MBA. Danielle and her husband 
raise cattle and crops north of Tiffin.

Keith Rippy, Executive Director – Area 
Ambulance Service. Keith brings his expertise 
in organizational management and community 
goodwill to the board. After retiring as Chief of 
Police in Peoria, he worked with the Department 
of Justice.  He graduated from the FBI National 
Police Academy and holds a Master’s degree in 
management.  Keith has a wife, Susie, and son, 
Jordan.

Other board members include: Dennis Van Auken 
– President, Fran Hansen – Vice President, Jason 
Weeks – Treasurer, Kathleen Kleiman – Secretary, 
Dan Lewis, Shelley Mockler, and Michael Smith.

The board meets on the third Friday of each 
month. See details at www.miraclesinmotion.net.

A Sidewalking Trio 
By Rosemary Oliver, Instructor

Kathleen Glady, Beth Swartzendruber and Brooke Stammeyer are, by day, an 
editor of science and math workbooks, an administrative assistant, and a stay-at-
home Mom.  They have been among the core volunteers on the Tuesday night 
sidewalking crew. They are cheerful, flexible, and dependable — three qualities 
that make them valuable MIM volunteers.

Kathleen moved to Iowa City in 2006.  She had little previous experience with 
people with disabilities or with horses, but she decided to become involved with 
MIM that summer as a way to get to know people in the area, to help others and 
to be out in the country. When she isn’t writing and editing at Buckle Down 
Publishing or volunteering at Miracles, she likes to read, play the piano and get 
outside.

Beth, the veteran of the group, has been volunteering at Miracles for about five years.  
She grew up around horses and initially volunteered on horse committee.  However, 
after sidewalking a few times, she found that she enjoyed focusing on the students more 
than horses and has been sidewalking ever since.  Beth enjoys running, biking, playing 
piano, reading, and being involved in church when she’s not working at RSM McGladrey 
or volunteering.

Brooke found out about Miracles while investigating pet therapy and hippotherapy on 
the web.  In 2006, she began volunteering at MIM, bringing with her a background that 
included both working with people with disabilities and occasional horseback riding.  
Brooke is married with two active children and two dogs. She cares for them, volunteers at 
her children’s schools, and takes web-based courses through the University of Iowa.

Brooke, Beth, and Kathleen enjoy some of the same things about MIM, such as: working 
with students, other volunteers, instructors and horses; enjoying the rural location; watching 
the students’ excitement as they see and ride horses, especially at the trot; observing the students’ growth from year to 
year, both physically and in their riding skill; and finding satisfaction in helping students reach their goals.

Thank you, Beth, Brooke, Kathleen and Annie for helping make Miracles happen!

Annie Trumpold shared a proud moment riding in 
the Miracles in Motion Drill Team beside Brian 
Bates. “It was really cool. The more people you can 
get to see something like that occurring, the better!” 
(Photo by Len Struttmann)

Brooke Stammeyer  
and Kathleen Glady

Beth Swartzendruber 


